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volume is too bulky, too abstruse, and covers too
much ground for popular use. It, however, should
be in the hands of theological students. Now,
there are only three possible theories that can pre-
tend to account for the phenomena of the crust
of the earth.

The first, long adhered to, is known as the Wer-
nerian theory, long ago advocated by Werner,
from whom it derived the name. This theory rep-
resented the whole rocky and earthy matter of
the strata as originally held in solution by the wa-
ters of the ocean, and gradually deposited by the
specific gravities of their various components into
horizontal strata, subsequently riven and raised
by chemical causes. But it is now rejected for
the obvious reason that the waters of the ocean
are wholly inadequate to hold such a quantity and
such quality of matter in solution.

The second theory is that for the confutation
of which I have striven to exhibit its assumptions
and impossibilities, in the main points of its con-
struction.

The third theory is the true one, because the
only one that scientifically accounts for the
sources and the facts of the strata. Whence did
they come ? We say they came immediately and
directly from the bowels of the earth, by those
agencies which existed for the purpose.

First, because they could come from no other
source, since it is acknowledged that of every
quality of material found in their composition,
there is a vast magazine in the depths of the
globe.